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Humbly Offer'd Kane 


To the Honourable the Commons of England Afſem= 


bled in Parliament, ſhewing the great Loſs that Accrues to their Majeſties 
1n their Revenue, and their Subjzeds both at Home and in their Planta- 
tions Abroad, by the African Company's Ingroſling the Sole Trade of 
Africa, confining it to the Narrow Joynt Stock of little more than One 
Hundred Thouſand Pounds,excluding all other theisMajeſty's Subjeas 
both at Home and Abroad, to their Great Dertiment and Threatned 
Rune. 


= Irſt, their Majeſty's Iſland of Famaica being very large,and not a Twentieth 
Part Planted, requires a greater Supply oft Negroes, than the African Com- 
pany have furniſhed them with, and for thoſe they bring they exact exor- 


bitant and intollerable Rates, which tends to the Ruine of rhe Inhabitants and 
Planters of the {aid Iſland. 


It was once agreed betore the King and Council, towards the latter end of King 
Charles the Second , That the Company ſhould furniſh the Iſland of Famaica with 
Three Thouſand Negroes per Aunum at . 17 l. 2.5. 6 d. per Head ; which, as we 
are informed, was in purſuance to what they were obligd upon obtaining their Char- : 
ter, though particular Merchants offter'd at the ſame time to do it for 14 /. ; but - 
the King being deſirous to pleaſe the Company, obliged the- People to zgree with the 
{a1d Company ar :177d. 2s. 6 a3; though preſently after, und ever ſince they 
were abuſed in Both ; for they had not trom the Company the Quantities promi- 
ſed, and the Company cxacted what Rates they pleaſed, even to 22 /; and ſince \ 
to greater Prices; and they have 10 per Cent per Annum Intereſt after ſix Months, for 
all that do not pay 1n their time. 


Hereby the Increaſe of Their Majeſties Revenue is extraordinarily obſtructed, ſince 
if the Planters were ſupply'd with Negroes ſuitable to: their occaſions, whereas they 
now produce one Tun of Sugar, they would make tour Tuns ; and 7zdigo, Cotton Wool, 
Ginger, &e. in proportion, and each Tunn or four Hogſheads of Sagar, . pays Their 
Majeſties tor Duty 6 /. ſs 


Sugar, Indigo, Cotton-Wool, Sc. being produced. by the ſtrength of Negroes, if 
the Iſland be ſlenderly ſupplied, or at dear Rates (which muſt be expected when none 
ſells but the Company.) then will the ſaid Comodities coſt ſq dearthat Eng/and.cannot 
hold the Market with the French, Dutch, and Portugueſe. 


Other Foreign Nations may Trade freely on the Coaſt of Africa, as Brandenburg- FE doug Gi 


hers, Danes, French, Portugueſe, &c. but it Engliſh-Men ( not of the Company) be had foirtern of 
there getting Negroes or Gold in Exchange tor our Woollen Manufactures, the Corh- of war ru/ing 
pany have heretofore procured Men of War, and have given Commilſions to their own V2: © ov. 


NR RY in Ar ror rr nn by Os OI OP" < EN oo Wn wk, . Africa, and off 
Ships.to Scize upon, brihg.into Port, Condemn and -Sell their Ships and Goods to the the Ifand:, , 
Yar & 3 xa be\ &Vy 1- F, EN 9A ON Ao eg Ger... > ake all FEng- 
"Company 5 Uſe. GHOTE IL | ; \ Fe ES No liſh Mockas. 
STC DOE EET SANG: ES ng ns ek Men who had 
AN Since 'the Trade of Africa hath been' manag'd by this Company,. and confin'd to the _— 
narrow Joint-Stock'of rogooo 1.. there'is'but btie Buyer: of ſuch of our Woollen Manu- Rare «7: 
"factukes df Sxys, Perpetaanoes, Cloth, &c; as are exported to thoſe vaſt Countries, to 7/4744» - 


the great damage of th®Miakers thereof in particular," aid of the Narion- in general, Monk. 
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They buying ſuch Goods as are proper for that part of the World, almoſt at their own 
Prices, and no greater Quantities than they can vend at exceſive Rates ; whereas, were | 
the Trade Free, their would be a great number of Buyers, the Goods would fell dearer 
at home, and greater Quantitics exported and vended abroad : So that by the limiting 
that Trade Their Majelt:es Cuſtoms are dimimfh'd, our Woollen- Manutactures diſcou- 
rag'd;-the Exportation thereot rhucli leſſened, and many Families who ſubſiſt thereby, 
reduced to Extremity and Want: 


It may be conſidered, Ee the Planters of Jamaica have laid out Twenty times 
more than the ſaid Company's Stock in Setling the ſaid Iſland, and that it is by 
their Induſtry, Labour, and Pains brought to what it now 1s, and that it hath 
been and will be Kept, Maintained , and Defended againſt all their Majeſty's Ene- 
mics by their Majeſty's Subjects there, and notby the Afliftance of the African Com- 
pany. It may be allo conſidered , That the ſaid Company neither by their Va- 
lour, Council, nor Eſtates, have added any thing to the Increaſe, Support, and 
Maintenance of any of their Majeſty's Dominions. How Grievous then it muſt be, 
that . this Company ould force their Fellow-Subjects to give them 30, 35, and 4o 
per Cent upon their whole Cargo, only tor their Permulion to Buy Negroes in 4- 
frica, for their own Uſe, though their Ships ſo Trading perhaps do not come with- 
in ſeveral Hundred Leagues of any of the Company's FaCtories ; which Dear-Bought- 
Permiſſions have been but lately obtain'd, and that with Difhculty ; and yet this. 
Company muſt have ſo much , or elſe it hath hitherto been the Cuſtom of the 
laid Company to Seize the fad Ships as aforeſaid, to the Ruine of abundance of 
Families. | 


And the more effeQually to Oppreſs their MAJES T Y's Subjedts here, who 
do Make and Sell the Woollen Manutactures proper for that Trade , as Per- 
petuanoes, Sayes, &c. this Company doth oblige thole who do give them 39 
and 4o per Cent for their Liberty of Trade, to take their Cargoes from the ſaid 
Company, fo. that fill there is but One Buyer, 'by which means the Woollen Ma- 
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oufactures are leſſened in their Value. 


The Abuſgpot upon Maſters, Owners of Ships,' and'Searnen, are innumerable, for 
they having fo great a Part of the World Thard out: to themielves by their Patent, 
a great many Ships, though never 1o univillingly, muſt enter their Service, 'or Rot 
in the Harbours; and if they-or their Seamen-do carry any {mall Adventure, at 
their Return thy zre certainly Ruin'd ; firſt'tying them up to intollerable-Conditi- 
ons by their Charter-Pariy, and then ſtop ail their Fraight ; and have always a ſtand- 
ing Tommurtee ro manage their Law-Suits, and their whole Stock to Wage War a- 
gainſt the Poor Maſter , who tit he will not+be kept cut -of his Fraight tour, five, or 
ſx Years, muſt come in an Humble Manner to Submit to the iviercy - of | their 
Court, for ſuch'a Mul& as they ſhall be'pleaſed to ket 'upon him ; which is gene- 
rally to loſe the Value of his Goods , an! over and above' , to pay' roo /. ori more, 
according to their own Will and Plealure ; or if he will cone to a Refetence, he muſt 
chooſe for his Arbitrators two ot their own Committee, whereby they make them- 
ſelves Judges in their own Cale. 1 Wal Re SITE 


2 Laſtly, If their Majeſty's Subjeas in the Supar-Plantations,” if: thoſe! here! in Exs- 


land that do make and are concern'd 'in the Wooflen Manufacture, if the Merchants, 
Owners of Ships, Maſters, and Seamen are {o Uſed by this Company when only 
Supported by a Patent, what Oppreſſions may they not expe& when" they: are Sup- 
ported by a Law 2 | ER og HEE Ce OWLS. ETC OC 7 52, 


For Redreſs of the aforegoing Miſchiefs, and Prevention the eaf for the future, We 
Humbly Propoſe as an Expedient to this Honourable Flouſe ,' That "the Trade of 
Africa may be left Open and Free,or under ſuch a Regulation that any of ea Me. 
Jeſty's Subjects may at ou be Sa oa foTrade in fo Pers like the Turky ,;\ 
Company with ther Stogks, apart ; fowill t, e. Woollen Manu Atures be advanced 

[their Price, and their Kent encreaſed, Merchants, Playters, and Owners of Ship 
incouraged, nd rieir Maj Cutems mach Algnented,. 
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